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FOUR MAJOR CHALLENGES AHEAD OF 2015 GENERAL ELECTIONS, BY PROF JEGA

E

ven as he catalogued the lessons learnt from the 2011 General Elections and the Commission’s plan to conduct the 2015 General Elections, the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, yesterday identified four major challenges that were likely to confront a smooth conduct of the 2015 Elections.

The INEC Chairman who was making a presentation at the Stakeholders Forum organized by the Senate Committee on INEC identified insecurity, funding, attitude of the political class and an inactive citizenry as the major challenges that confronted the Commission as it planned to con-duct the 2015 General Elections.

The INEC Chairman regretted that pre-election violence had led to the death of many politicians, their supporters and innocent citizens. He said that widespread intimidation of voters persisted and that organized thugs spread fear across commu-nities in the build up to elections. He also regretted that security threats now characterized the electoral process and the threats included:

· Attacks  on   INEC  staff
· Attacks on security personnel

· Misuse of security orderlies

· Attacks on political oppo-nents

· Cyber attacks targeting INEC’s databases

· Intimidation of voters

· Snatching and destruction of electoral materials.

He explained that these threats were compounded by the insecurity in some parts of the country.

Even though the Commission faced the challenge of funding, Professor Jega explained, its preparation for the 2015 General Elections was informed by the desire to make them cost-effective and to give Nigerians value for money. Said he: “We project that for the 2015 elections this would come further down by $1 - $8.8 in 2011 to $7.9, representing almost a 10% drop.”

Professor Jega said the Commission was deeply worried about the absence of moderation among politicians and the unwillingness of politicians to play by the rules governing the electoral process. He regretted the use of indecorous language among the politicians which in turn encouraged their followers to follow suit and with more intemperate language thereby ultimately fuelling violence.

The INEC Chairman lamented that whereas the Commission needed an active citizenry to complement its efforts at ensuring that elections were free, fair and credible, its (INEC’s) experience was that the citizenry was largely apathetic towards  the  political  process  as  a
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result of widespread poverty, lack of literacy and distrust of government.

Other residual challenges identified by INEC Chairman include:

· Delay in amendment to the legal framework

· Completion of the review of Electoral Constituencies and Polling Units

· Prosecution of Election Offenders

The Senate President, David Mark who was represented by Senate Majority Leader, Ndoma Egba, observed that there was a direct correlation between moral authority and credible elections. He argued that where elections lacked credi-bility, elected leaders would be perceived merely as impostors.

He said a review of the legal framework and preparations for the next general elections were appropriate in view of the recent Anambra governorship elections.

The Senate President said a change of attitude and massive voter education were critical if the 2015 General Elections were to be better. He said there was the need to address the fate of voters who faced security challenges so as to ensure that they were not disenfranchised.

The Chairman, Senate Committee on INEC, Senate Emmanuel Andy Uba remarked that the experiences and reports of the governorship elections conducted by the Commis-sion since 2011 showed that there might be need to revisit the Electoral Act 2010. Argued he: “there may also be a need to address any observed lapses in order to 

