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E.O.s BEING SCREENED TO ENSURE CAPACI-TY AND INTEGRI-TY, BY PROF. JEGA

The on-going interview and screening of Electoral Officers E.O.s across the country is to ensure that only those who had the intellectual capacity and requisite integrity were saddled with such a sensitive job.

The INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, disclosed this on Tuesday when he presented a paper entitled: “The Umpire As The Bastion of Credible Electoral Process” at the EKO Hotel and Suites under the auspices of the prestigious Alumni Association of Nigeria Institute (AANI), Lagos Chapter.

Professor Jega explained that the screening was informed by the need to invest the electoral process with integrity and to ensure that only those “who had the capacity to do an effective job” as Electoral Officers were allowed to do so by the Commission.

PROF JEGA LAMENTS INDIFFERENCE OF PARTIES TO TRAINING OF AGENTS

Chairman of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), Professor Attahiru Jega, has decried the indifference  of  Nigeria’s
political parties towards training their Agents who would represent them at Polling Units and Collation Centres during the next General Elections.

Professor Jega who lamented the parties’ complacency at a Lecture entitled: “The Umpire As The Bas-tion of Credible Electoral Process” said the Commission had entreated the parties to submit lists of Agents who would be trained by INEC’s Electoral Institute on how such Agents would effectively represent their candidates during elections.

The INEC Chairman regretted that instead of the parties to take advan-tage of this training as it would enable them interrogate results announced or computed on behalf of their candidates/parties at the Polling Units and Collation Centres, the political parties preferred to ignore the Commission’s invitation.

Professor Jega said once Agents were trained and had the requisite integrity, it would be difficult for anyone to manipulate elections as the tallies would have been obtained by the agents at the Polling Units and Collation Centres.

He further explained that a Returning Officer in an election would only announce what was forwarded to him following different levels of collati-on, adding that the system would have benefitted if party Agents were trained, had requisite integrity and would interrogate election outcomes using the Result(s) Sheets at their disposal which they would have signed and collected in the aftermath of the casting of votes at the Polling Units.

14 / 03 / 2014
RESPECT THE RULES OF THE GAME, JEGA CHARGES POLITICAL PARTIES

The INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, has urged the political parties to respect the rules of the game.

He made the plea on Monday while responding to a question plied him at an interface with Editors at the Sheraton Hotel, Ikeja, Lagos.

Professor Jega said the Electoral Act which insisted that campaigns should start only 90 days to the election envisioned that campaigns would only begin when the parties had carried out their primaries and candidates had emerged on their platforms.

As at now, he stressed, none of the parties had held any primaries. It was therefore preposterous and hasty, he explained, for individuals to erect billboards or print posters urging voters to vote for them.

He announced that the Commission had begun the process of identifying those who erected billboards and pasted posters with a view to passing such persons’ names to the security agencies for prosecution.

Professor Jega described as “disturbing” the phenomenon where politicians carried on and spoke with a “do-or-die mentality.”

He expressed optimism that the parties which had signed a Code of Conduct to abide by the law and be of good behavior would change for the betterment of the country.
