PARTICIPATION OF CORPS  MEMBERS IN ELECTIONS
By Barr. Kassim G. Gaidam
As you are all aware, the Commission and the NYSC have signed a memorandum of understanding with regards to your participation in the conduct of electoral activities in the country. It is in recognition of this that the NYSC has given approval for INEC’s day in all NYSC Orientation camps nationwide. This will be your familiarization with the Commission, your participation in electoral activities subsequently, will expose you to the democratization process and equip you with the necessary leadership skills with which to deal with future challenges in your chosen careers.
The first election held in Nigeria was into the Legislative Council in Lagos and Calabar in 1922, which was in line with the Clifford Constitution of 1922. The elections during the colonial period were organized by the colonial government, but as from the 1959, elections management bodies were set up to conduct elections in Nigeria. In 1959, the Electoral Commission of Nigeria (ECN) was set up to conduct elections in the country. The ECN conducted the 1959 general elections, the February 1964 Midwest Region Elections, the December 1964 Federal elections and the 1965 Regional elections. On 15th January, 1966, the first military coup d’état took place and established the Federal Election Commission (FEDECO) which organized the 1979 and 1983 general elections. In 1987, the Ibrahim B. Babangida regime established the National Electoral Commission (NEC), which organized elections in 1992 and finally the June 12, 1993 elections which was adjudged to be free and fair but was annulled by the regime. The Sani Abacha regime established the NECON which organized elections on zero party basis, and the 1999 Constitution established the current Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC).
In the conduct of its statutory functions, the Commission under takes the following election processes;-

1. Development of a legal framework
2. Registration of Political Parties and monitoring of their activities.
3. Delimitation of Constituencies
4. Registration of eligible voters
5. Production of election timetable
6. Provision of adequate voter education/publicity.
7. Procurement and distribution of sensitive and non-sensitive materials.
8. Recruitment and training of all cadres of adhoc staff.
9. Distribution of electoral materials/ dispatch of election officials to Polling Centers.
10. Proper conduct of election.
The Presiding Officer shall:

· Be in charge of all proceedings at the Polling Station on the Election Day including voting, sorting and counting of the votes.

· Take delivery of and inspect all materials for the election from the SPO and keep them secured, especially the sensitive materials, such as ballot papers and result forms.

· Be at the Polling Station early (at least one hour before the official opening of accreditation) to set up the Station.
· Supervise the PC and PA assigned to the Polling Station.

· Stamp, sign and issue ballot papers to eligible voters.

· Inform voters of the proper way to mark and fold the ballot paper(s).
· Publish(Post) the Result of Polls using the Poster EC60E at the Polling Station.
· Submit the Result of the Poll to the RA/Ward CO.

· Return all election materials to the SPO for delivery to the EO after the elections.

· Report any security incident to the Security Agents at the Polling Station, and where necessary invite the Police or Security Agent(s) to maintain order, keep the peace or give order to arrest any person committing an offence.

· Work under the Supervision of the PO.

· Assist with collection of materials from SPO.
· Regulate the flow of Voters into the Polling Station.
· Check the Voters’ cards and the Register of Voters to ascertain the eligibility of voters.

· Tick the name of the Voter in the Register of Voters.

· Assist with sorting and counting of the votes.

· Take charge of the Polling Station when the PO is indisposed while on duty.
· Assist with the return of the election materials to the SPO.
It is important that the conduct of the poll and the collation and declaration of results be done without any disturbance or threat to peace.

The Security Agent shall:

· Provide security at the Polling Stations and collation centres to ensure that the Polling, counting of ballots and collation and declaration of results are conducted without any disturbance.
· Take necessary measures to prevent violence or any activity that can threaten to disrupt the elections.

· Comply with any lawful directive issued by or under the authority of INEC.
· Ensure the safety and security of all election materials by escorting and guarding the materials as appropriate.

· Protect election officials at the Polling Stations and Collation centres.

· Arrest on the instruction of the PO or other INEC officials any person(s) causing any disturbance or preventing the smooth conduct of proceedings at the Polling Stations and Collation centres.

· At the Polling station, inform the PO if they believe that any voter is under the age of 18 years or has committed an offence of impersonation.

· On the instruction of the PO, stand at the end of the queue of voters at the Polling Station, if any, at the official close of accreditation so that any person entering the Polling Station after this time is not allowed to vote.
· Accompany the PO to deliver the election results, ballot boxes and other election materials safely to the RA/Ward Collation centre.
· Accompany Collation Officers to deliver collated election results to ROs.

The new Commission, in its magnanimity has introduced the Registration Area Camp(RAC) to camp Corp members on the eve of the elections for early commencement of elections. The camp is usually equipped with basic amenities such as water, electricity, sleeping bags/mats and feeding is either given directly or monetized. The Commission through the relevant security agency provides adequate security at the RACs to ensure the safety of the corps members.
The new Commission and the National Secretariat of the NYSC have signed a memorandum of understanding with regards to the participation of Youths Corps members in all electoral activities. Hence, all corps members engaged by the Commission to partake in the electoral process must be guided by the professional ethics of election officials, to exhibit the highest standard of integrity, impartiality, transparency, professionalism and be gender sensitive and give support for the elderly and those that are physically challenged.

The Commission wishes to express its appreciation for the cooperation given to it by the NYSC and hopes that this relationship will be sustained.
· Barr Gaodan is the REC Adamawa. He presented this paper on INEC’s day at the NYSC Orientation camp for Batch ‘A’ corps members in Jalingo.
