                  1                    578
DELIMITATION OF CONSTI-TUENCIES ‘LL REQUIRE A LOT OF RESOURCES BY DR YAKUBU
T

he delimitation of constituencies as well as the delineation of boundaries which the Commis-sion intends to carry out ahead of the 2015 General Elections will require a lot of resources such as data, high resolution imagery covering the entire nation and technical support.

The National Commissioner in charge of Operations Committee, Engr. Dr Nuru Yakubu who observed this yesterday while inaugurating the INEC-NASRDA Technical Committee Team on the Constituency Delimitation Project noted that the National Space Research and Development Agency (NASRDA) was in possession of such resources.

He explained that it was in recognition of the resources in the possession of NASRDA that the Commission sought for, and obtained, the collaboration of NASRDA in order to achieve a successful execution of its delimitation project.

Dr Yakubu expressed the appreciation  of  the Commission
to NASRDA for responding in earnest to its (INEC’s) call for partnership.
The responsibilities of the Technical Committee are:

· To implement the Articles as contained in the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) bet-ween INEC and NASRDA);

· Consider any other matter relating to the partnership and make appropriate recommend-dations; and

· Submit periodic reports to the National Committee on Constituency Delimitation (NCCD) through its Technical Committee.

Members of the Committee are:

1. Dr Halilu Ahmed Shaba

2. Dr. Lazarus M. Ojigi

3. Dr. Godstime James

4. Dr. Matthew Adepoju

5. Dr Sadiq Umar

6. Barr. Yahaya Isah

7. Mr. Dada Ibilewa

8. Chima Duruaku

9. Osarobo O. Osarobo

10. Kenneth Ukeaju

11. Shola Adeleja

12. Lawrence Bayode

13. Ayaeze Oby C.
14. Atama Friday.

PROF JEGA’S SOLI-CITORS WRITE NIGERIAN PILOT, ASK FOR RETRACTION, APOLOGY FOR OFFENDING ARTICLE
The INEC Chairman’s  Solicitors
  03 / 09 / 2013

and Advocates, Messrs Dikko and Mahmoud, have demanded an unequivocal retraction and apology from the Nigerian Pilot within seven days for its Wednesday, 28th August 2013 front page story captioned: “EXPOSED! JEGA’s DIRTY DEALS”

In a letter to the Editor-in-Chief of Nigerian Pilot Newspapers, Professor Jega’s lawyer, A.B. Mahmoud (SAN), said the allegations published in the newspaper were capable of, and have diminished, the reputation and standing of Professor Attahiru Jega in the eyes of ordinary Nigerians.

Barrister Mahmoud argued that Professor Jega was a renowned scholar of international repute and had served Nigeria in various capacities with credibility and distinction over a period spanning almost 40 years.

He further argued that Professor Jega had been widely known and perceived as an epitome of inte-grity and incorruptibility, adding that it was his widely accepted reputation that made his appoint-ment nationally acclaimed and stood out as one of the most credible decisions of the present administration.
Barrister Mahmoud demanded that the retraction and apology by the Nigerian Pilot must be given equal     prominence    and   wide 
circulation within Nigeria.

Excerpts of Barrister Mahmoud’s letter reads:

Professor Jega has drawn our attention to your publication captioned “EXPOSED! JEGA’S DIRTY DEALS” which was carried in the front page of the Wednesday 28th August, 2013 edition of your News-paper, NIGERIAN PILOT.

The publication contained serious and malicious allegations which are totally false and baseless about the person of Professor Jega and the leadership he is providing at the Commission. The publication is libelous and intended to bring the person of Professor Jega into disrepute, expose him to public disgrace and ridicule with the aim of portraying him as a corrupt, selfish person and also as an irresponsible, reckless and unpatriotic public official whose actions have under-mined national security and the country’s democratic system. The publication has portrayed Professor Jega as a person who should not be trusted to preside over the affairs of the Independent National Electoral Commission.

Amongst the offending allega-tions and assertions contained in the publication are the following:

i. “…revelations from within indicate that the former Vice Chancellor of Bayero Univer-sity, Kano as well as former President of the Academic Staff   Union   of   Universities 
ASUU is involved with a load of dirty deals under his supervision…. Given the weight of the deals…should Jega’s administration at INEC continue unchecked, the nation’s feat in electoral contests as well as its security implications may be compromised in future polls”.

ii. That Prof. Jega has hired personal aides and non-Nigerians whose salaries are being paid by foreign organizations and whose loyalty is not to their employer INEC, or to their country Nigeria, but to the foreign agencies or countries; And the aides are being housed in apartments improperly rented by the Commission with Prof. Jega’s approval and outside the Commission’s budget.
iii. “..Jega the investigations further show rented his personal property to the Commission as INEC office in Wuse 2 Abuja”

iv. That Prof. Jega is high-handed and has ulterior motive towards the 2015 general elections and has embarked on “massive transfer” of staff he single handedly authorized;

v. That Prof. Jega is vindictive and high-handed in the management of the affairs of the Commission as evident in the transfer of the Commission’s Director of Audit as “punishment for standing up against the Chairman of the Commission by querying a file …for payment   approved    by  Jega
…which in her professional judgment was inconsistent with normal practice” and for not respecting his ‘red pen’.

These allegations are capable of, and have indeed diminished the reputation and standing of Professor Jega in the eyes of ordinary Nigerians. Professor Jega is a renowned scholar of international repute. He has served Nigeria in various capacities with credibility and distinction over a period spanning almost 40 years. He has been widely known and perceived as an epitome of integrity and incorruptibility. Indeed, it is his widely accepted reputation that made his appointment nationally acclaimed and stood out as one of the most credible decisions of the present administration. Your libelous publication carried recklessly and mali-ciously for commercial and other motives known to you, has brought Professor Jega to public odium and ridicule and lowered him in the estimation of ordinary right thinking people.

We are by this letter deman-ding that you publish an unequivocal retraction and apology in wordings accepta-ble to us, within 7 days of receipt of this letter. The retraction and apology must be given equal prominence and wide circulation within Nige-ria. Should you fail to comply with this demand, we will proceed with appropriate legal action without further recourse to you.
